as of 10/30/07

ASEAN+ Civil Society Conference (ACSC-3)

2-4 November 2007

Peninsula Excelsior, Singapore
Moving Forward: 
Building an ASEAN People’s Agenda

The ASEAN+ Civil Society Conference (ACSC-3) will be held in Singapore on 02-04 November 2007 building on the past two ACSC’s and the national processes developed in the last two years. The national processes are initiatives that seek to develop the ACSC beyond a yearly event to parallel the ASEAN Summits. This year the ACSC hopes to transform itself into an active agenda for research, advocacy and activism that will meld into and reinforce existing regional civil society and social movement initiatives. In the spirit of solidarity and open space, the agenda is for ACSC members and supporters to take up and advance, to support and enrich ongoing work while recognizing the limits of its specific focus. The objective is to advance the idea of a culturally appropriate alternative regionalism that will have articulation in policy advocacy; in development work; solidarity interaction; and cooperation initiatives among peoples, communities and sectors. This year’s theme therefore will be “Moving Forward: Building an ASEAN People’s Agenda”

ACSC-3 Objectives:
1. To enrich and deepen civil society understanding of ASEAN and regional processes;
2. To take stock of civil society advocacy and engagement in ASEAN and regional processes;

3. To provide a platform to discuss issues of common interest and ways to respond to those issues;

4. To provide a space for common strategizing on broadly engaging common issues;
5. To get a mandate for the ACSC to be a live process and not just a conference or parallel event to the ASEAN Summit;

6. To adopt a common declaration and agenda of action for the ACSC that includes research, advocacy and action;
7. To get a mandate for the ACSC-4 Host Committee;

The ACSC will be mainly an ASEAN civil society/social movement event with interfaces with resource persons from ASEAN Governments, the ASEAN Secretariat, and CSOs and social movements from outside the ASEAN region.
ACSC-3 will have plenaries, concurrent workshops, cultural and multi-media events, a Quiz, a solidarity night and spaces for independent interactions and caucuses. There will be a two-panel plenary on Singapore, to increase civil society understanding of Singapore as a state and Singapore as a society where communities and groups interact on issues similarly faced by communities and groups elsewhere in ASEAN. The plenary seeks to increase dialogue and interaction between civil society groups and social movements in Singapore and the rest of ASEAN.
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Moving Forward: Building an ASEAN People’s Agenda
Day 1: Friday, 02 November 2007




Emcee: Jolovan Wham and Alice Chang (UNI-APRO)
08:00 am

R E G I S T R A T I O N
09:00-10:30 am

Opening Ceremonies




Welcome Ritual – Home Girls Cultural Group 
Welcome Remarks 

Josefa Francisco, Representative of  Philippine Host Committee
Christopher Ng, UNI-APRO and Singapore Local Host
Samydorai Sinapan, Think Center and 

Singapore Local Organizing Committee 
Revisiting ASEAN: A Multimedia Primer by Focus on the Global South
The Road to ACSC and the Task Before Us

Consuelo Katrina Lopa, Southeast Asia Committee on Advocacy and

Solidarity for Asian Peoples’ Advocacies Working Group on ASEAN
The ACSC-3 Program, House Rules and Conference Guidelines, ACSC Quiz and Workshop announcements, Recognition of Participants
10:30-11:00 am

Coffee/Tea Break

11:00 am-12:00 nn
Keynote Speeches
M.C. Abad, Representative of ASEAN Secretary General Ong Keng Yong



Debbie Sthotard, Altsean Burma
Rafendi Djamin, Human Rights Working Group-Indonesia, Solidarity for Asian Peoples’ Advocacies Task Force on ASEAN and Human Rights
12:00 noon

CONFERENCE PHOTO

LUNCH and PRESS CONFERENCE

1:30-3:30 pm

First PLENARY




Regionalism for the People: Building a Social ASEAN

Voices from the Grassroots 
Charm Tong, Shan Women’s Network/Burma

Seetha Sinapan, Dengkil Community Center-DHRRA Malaysia




Sugarnta Sookpaita, Rangsit and Area Labour Union Group/Thailand




Representative  from La Via Campesina (tbc)




Filipina or Indonesian migrant worker in Singapore (tbc)
Rene Ofreneo, Fair Trade Alliance/Philippines
Maria Chin Abdullah, Empower Malaysia
Samydorai Sinapan, Think Center Singapore




M.C. Abad, ASEAN Secretariat 


Surin Pitsuwan tbc)
Moderator: Marlene Ramirez, Asiadhrra
3:30-4:00 pm

Coffee/Tea Break

4:00-5:30 pm

Second PLENARY




Where do we want to go and what do we want to achieve?
This is a facilitated/moderated plenary discussion on the conference statement and the agenda-output that will be produced at the end of the conference. 
Conference Statement Drafting Committee – Anselmo Lee, Forum Asia

Transforming the ACSC and Developing the ACSC agenda – 
Augusto Miclat, Jr., Initiative for International Dialogue



Moderators: William Gois, Migrant Forum in Asia 
8:00 pm


Conference Committee Meetings
Dinner   -  FREE and EASY

Day 2: Saturday, 03 November 2007




Emcee: Ellene Sana (CMA) and Ryan Silverio (SEASUCS)
9:00-9:30 am 





Recap of Day 1, Review of Day 2 Schedule and Announcements





9:30-11:30 am

 Third PLENARY




Reclaiming Spaces: 
Civil Society and Social Movements Defining the Challenge for ASEAN
It has often been said that ASEAN has not been truly responsive to its people. But as ASEAN redefines itself to establish a more formal organization and binding agreements, it is imperative that the implications on peoples and communities be reassessed. This session will also reiterate the challenge from civil society and social movements that ASEAN should address – what, according to them, should ASEAN’s direction be? 
Muhammad Nurrudin, Asia Framers Association 

and Alyansi Petani Indonesia
Charles Santiago, Monitoring Sustainability of Globalization  Malaysia
Khin Omar, Asia Pacific People’s Partnership on Burma
Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, Tebtebba Foundation Philippines 
Moderator: Yap Swee Seng, SUARAM Malaysia
11:30 am-1:30 pm 
First Set of CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS



Coffee/Tea Break (on the way to workshop)

(1) Roadmap Towards a Sustainable Rural Development in ASEAN

Anchor Organizations: Asian Farmers Association for Sustainable Rural Development (AFA), AsiaDHRRA, Focus on the Global South, and

Third World Network (TWN)

(2) Burma: The Saffron Revolution, The Way Forward 
Anchor Organizations: Altsean Burma and SEASUCS
(3) Aid Effectiveness and Women's Rights / Gender Equality in the ASEAN

Anchor Organizations: International Gender and Trade Network (IGTN)/DAWN Southeast Asia and Southeast Asian Committee on Advocacy (SEACA)

(4) Overcoming Obstacles to Fair Trade, Fair Labor Advocacy  in an Integrating ASEAN

Anchor Organizations: Fair Trade Alliance of the Philippines (FairTrade),
Homenet Southeast Asia, Union Network International-Asia Pacific Regional Office (UNI-APRO), and Asia-Pacific Network on Food Sovereignty (APNFS)

(5) Advancing the Rights of Migrants 

Anchor Organizations: Migrant Forum in Asia (MFA), Union Network International-Asia Pacific Regional Office (UNI-APRO), ASETUC

ASEAN Trade Union Council (ATUC), and Task Force on ASEAN Migrant Workers (TFAMW)

(6) Economic Integration in the name of Corporate Interests: The Case of the EU-ASEAN Free Trade Agreement (FTA)

Anchor Organizations: Asia-Europe People’s Forum (AEPF), Focus on the Global South, Institute for Global Justice (IGJ), Jubilee South-Asia Pacific Movement on Debt and Development (JS-APMDD), Monitoring Sustainability of Globalization (MSN) and 11.11.11

1:30 pm


LUNCH and PRESS CONFERENCE

2:30-5:30 pm

Fourth PLENARY

2:30-3:45 pm

Understanding Singapore, its Place and Role in the ASEAN Region,
and the Role for Civil Society

Panel 1: Singapore Today 

The socio-economic and political dimensions of Singapore society, and the challenges it faces in the era of globalization.


 Irene Ng, NUS Social Work Department


Kenneth Paul Tan, Lee Kwan Yew School of Public Policy

Daniel Goh, NUS Sociology Departmen





T. Sasitharan, Artistic Director, TTRP
3:45:4:15pm

Cultural Presentation – Forum Theatre
Coffee/Tea Break
4:15-5:30 pm

Panel 2: Singapore’s Role from a Civil Society Perspective

Given Singapore’s pre-eminent position in ASEAN, is there a positive role for it in the advancement of people’s regionalism?

Bridget Lew, Home 
Chris Ng, UNI-APRO 
Felicia Low and Sister Grace, Northlight/arts educator

Ron Chandran-Dudley, Disabled Peoples Association

Moderator: 
Anselmo Lee, Forum Asia


Elenita Daño, Third World Network
5:30-6:30 pm

The ACSC ASEAN Quiz



Anchored by: Altsean Burma and Forum Asia 
8:00 pm 


Dinner 
Hosted by: UNI-APRO (Apollo Banana Leaf, Little India) 
Conference Committee Meetings

Day 3: Sunday, 04 November 2007




Emcee: Pokpong Lawansiri (Forum Asia) and Pranom Somwong (APWLD)
9:00-9:30 am 


Recap of Day 2, Review of Day 3 Schedule and Announcements
9:30-11:30 am

Fifth PLENARY




Where to with the ASEAN Charter Building Process?
Rodolfo Severino, Institute of Southeast Asian Studies
Alexander Chandra, SAPA WG on ASEAN




Cynthia Gabriel, CARAM Asia




Surin Pitsuwan (tbc)



Moderator: Josefa Francisco, Women and Gender Institute Philippines
11:30 am-1:30 pm 
Second Set of CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS



Coffee/Tea Break (on the way to workshop)
(7) Workshop on Cross-border Issues on Privatization of Essential Services in Southeast Asia (Focus on Water and Power)

Anchor Organization: Jubilee South Asia Pacific Movement on Debt and Development (JS-APMDD)

(8) At the Banquet of the ASEAN: What’s on the Plate for Southeast Asian Young People? A Forum by and for the Youth, Children, Young Activists, Students, Out-of-School Young People, Young Workers

Anchor Organizations: Young Progressives Southeast Asia (YPSEA) and
Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES)

(9) Civil Society Cooperation on Peace and Security and the Role of ASEAN and the Six-Party Talks

Anchor Organizations: Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict - Northeast Asia and Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict - Southeast Asia

(10) The ASEAN Human Rights Mechanism: Opportunities and Challenges 

Anchor Organization: Forum Asia

(11) Recognition of Domestic Work as Work and the Launch of ‘One paid day off a week’ Campaign for Foreign Domestic Workers by the ‘United for Foreign Domestic Workers’ Rights (UFDWR)’
Anchor Organization: United for Foreign Domestic Workers’ Right (UFDWR) coalition

(12) Building Alternatives to Regional Integration: Latin American and ASEAN Experiences
Anchor Organizations: Focus on the Global South, Transnational Institute (TNI) and Hemispheric Social Alliance (HSA)

1:30 pm


LUNCH and PRESS CONFERENCE
Conference Committee Meetings

3:00-4:30 pm

Sixth PLENARY

Moving Forward with the ACSC Process

Finalization of draft or process for Conference Statement; transforming the ACSC; drafting an ACSC agenda; commitments  

Moderators: 
Augusto Miclat., Jr., Initiative for International Dialogue
Jenina Joy Chavez, Focus on the Global South
4:30-5:30 pm

Coffee/Tea Break




Film Showing / Multi-media Presentation




Drafting Committee Meeting
5:30-6:30 pm

Closing Ceremonies

Reading of the Conference Statement and the ACSC Agenda for 2008



Hand-over of  ACSC Steering Process to the Thai Hosts

Closing Remarks

8:00 pm


Solidarity Night (Cocktails Only)   
Hosted by:  Singapore Host Committee /Migrant Voices
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