Theme: Food Security and Regional Cooperation
Drafted by Thematic Anchor: Asia-Pacific Network for Food Sovereignty
1. Context

a. The global food crisis in 2007-2008, exacerbated by the global economic and financial crisis in 2009 raised the number of hungry people to more than 1 billion, many of whom are found in the Asia-Pacific region.

b. Some of the countries worst hit by the food crisis are those which have indiscriminately opened up their markets and undertaken massive liberalization and deregulation of their economies in compliance with the IFI’s –sponsored structural adjustment programmes in the 80’s and as a result of their commitments to multilateral and bilateral free trade agreements. 
c. Free market and privatization policies led some countries to become overly dependent on food imports, and hobbled by declining productive capacities, many experienced declining food stocks, exposing their vulnerability to price and supply shocks. At the global level, increased demand for cereals driven by an emerging biofuels market in rich countries pushed food prices further up, exacerbated by a rising speculation in agriculture-based commodities
d. National governments, multilateral agencies and international financial institutions responded in different ways, but lacking among these measures was a thorough review of the failed market-oriented policies that have severely weakened state regulation of markets as well as support to smallholders  and domestic producers. In particular, IFIs and supported by multilateral agencies, encouraged national governments to keep track within desirable policy reforms such as targeted subsidies and safety nets, fiscal constraints, promotion of private-led investments, freer trade, etc. The crisis situation even provided the drivers of neo-liberal globalization the opportunity to push further their agenda to create better investments climate  in developing countries for big business and foreign capital  through what they call public-private partnership.

2. Strategies for Achieving Food Security and Eradicating Hunger in Asia
a. Sustainable Food Production - Increase food production and incomes of smallholder farmers and landless agriculture workers, particularly women.

b. Improving domestic markets – eradicating monopoly control in domestic food and agriculture trade, strengthening farmers’ participation in markets, role of STE’s
c. Policy shift towards enhancing food self-sufficiency and away from export-oriented agriculture production – appropriate land use policy, import control and tariffs, price support, subsidies.

d. Increased public investments in irrigation, post-harvest, rural infrastructure and research and technology.

e. Increasing resilience of communities to climate change/natural disasters as well as price/supply shocks
f. Equitable Access to land and resources –land ownership and land tenure
g. Agriculture and Rural Development – forward and backward linkages, expanding rural employment opportunities
h. Social Protection – generalized food subsidies, health, education and social insurance

3. Areas for Regional Cooperation – through regional inter-governmental bodies like ASEAN, SAARC and FAO-RAP 
1. For ASEAN/SAARC to come up with common policy and guidelines on ODA for agriculture and rural development, which include an independent audit of loans, democratic participation and recognition of sovereignty, needs and problems of communities and countries. 
2. Supporting and promoting best practices in governance/policy reforms in agriculture, food and natural resource management – e.g. water and irrigation management of Vietnam

3. Encouraging Implementation of the Right to Food/ Right to Information – UN ECOSOC, FAO Voluntary Guidelines 
4. Democratizing ASEAN/SAARC – 

a. Review of ASEAN regional integration Framework – FTAs, Food Security, ARD with the participation of smallholder farmers, women, fishers, indigenous peoples, workers, etc. 

b. Creating mechanisms for formal participation of these sectors.

5. Common policy framework and guidelines to equitable access to water and land – land reform program, land use policy, water management, biofuels consensus 

6. Sustainable Food Production – technology transfer and exchange
7. Regional Food Security Programme

a. Encouraging sufficient reliable national food reserves – national food programmes
b. Regional food reserve – size, governance, financing 

