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 “FINANCING FOR SMALLHOLDER SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE”
We believe that by scaling-up support to smallholders to at least US$40 billion per year globally, world leaders can deliver a 50 per cent reduction in hunger and poverty by 2015 – the most fundamental of the UN Millennium Development Goals.

At the UN Millennium Review Summit this year, supporting women farmers must be the focus of coherent, well-costed national plans to make a five-year breakthrough against hunger, backed by government allocations of at least 10 per cent of the budget to agriculture. For their part, donors must commit to underwriting all credible national plans for halving hunger, covering any shortfall beyond developing country governments’ own budgetary effort. 

The focus of public c investment should be shifted to low-cost, sustainable techniques that reduce climate risk and are most likely to benefit women and poor farmers.

IN DEVELOPING AND IMPLEMENTING NATIONAL PLANS TO HALVE HUNGER BY 2015, GOVERNMENT AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS SHOULD:
• Enable and finance the systematic involvement of women and smallholder
farmers in agricultural policy making. 

• Collect and provide comprehensive sex-disaggregated data in the agriculture
sector that is timely, accessible, available and comparable.

• Strengthen financial management in agriculture ministries, including by
upgrading budgeting, procurement and management systems. Empower national
anti-corruption agencies, parliaments and audit offices to step up scrutiny and
enforcement; and fully implement freedom of information laws.

• Increase the levels of domestically generated resources (tax) that are
gathered and allocated to agriculture.

• Develop a more pro-poor and pro-women balance of policies for
agriculture development, including through increased spending on extension
and research, supporting sustainable techniques for increasing yields, expansion
of rural financial services, and measures to overcome constraints specific to
women farmers.

Focus on women farmers

• The growing burden of unpaid work must be addressed. Improved investments in
infrastructure along with greater investments in labour-saving technologies are needed, especially as environmental degradation intensifies. Expanding early childhood education or paying welfare benefits directly to mothers would have dual benefits for both women and children.

• Research and development must focus on developing improved varieties of the
crops grown by women, including those hitherto largely ignored, and involve women
in research design, for example through participatory plant breeding.

• Extension services must be targeted specifically at women (untargeted
services will benefit men) and involve their participation; this should include training
more female extension officers but also training male officers to meet the needs
of women farmers and equip them with communication skills and transport to reach
often remote women farmers.

• Women need more secure tenure and increased access to land. Governments must redistribute land to women. In addition they must eliminate all policies and practices that discriminate against women in matters of land rights. Where law reforms have been passed, these need to be effectively implemented.

• Governments must ensure that rural women can access financial services, including credit at all levels, at interest rates that are affordable to smallholder women farmers.

• Women farmers and farmworkers must be involved in the design of all such
programmes and services. In supp orting na tiona l plan s, donors should:

• Keep their promises to increase overall aid and improve the quality of aid as per the
Paris Declaration and Accra Agenda for Action. Ensure that no credible national
plan for investing in agriculture goes unimplemented for want of funds.

• Immediately ensure that all aid is on budget, while over the mid to long term working towards providing budget support directly to governments alongside support to public and parliamentary budget scrutiny.

• Provide multi-year, predictable and guaranteed flows, without attaching
conditionalities other than those necessary to meet fiduciary responsibility, and provide accurate and timely public information on these flows.

• Support countries’ efforts to strengthen their tax systems, including through international efforts to improve tax transparency and cooperation, so that countries can increase their revenue base and spending on agriculture.

• Provide direct support to women farmers’ groups and smallholder farmer
organisations, and to governments to improve the gender impact of their policies
and spending through the use of tools such as gender budgeting and collection, and
monitoring of sex-disaggregated data.
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