Thematic Plenary Session 5

Agriculture and Food Governance – CFS In Focus
1:30 – 3:30 pm

September 28, 2010
Context:
The Committee on World Food Security (CFS) is an inter-governmental United Nations Fórum on food security policies since 1974. The food price crisis in 2007-8 had put global spot light on the gaps in global food policies and practices. Hence gave birth to reforms in the CFS. The CFS reforms have enhanced its profile to play proactive role in the global food policies. The reforms were endorsed at the World Summit on Food Security in Rome, November 2009.

The reformed CFS has the authority to formulate and approve a “Global Strategic Framework [GSF]” to improve coordination and guide synchronized action by a wide range of stakeholders.. This strategic framework will build upon existing frameworks such as the UN’s Comprehensive Framework for Action (CFA), the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP), and the Voluntary Guidelines to Support the Progressive Realization of the Right to Adequate Food in the Context of National Food Security.

National governments will need to translate the GSF framework into national action plans with the participation of stakeholders, and would be held accountable for the results. 

Additionally, the representatives of small-scale food producers and other CSOs along with private sector associations and other stakeholders, will be full participants and not just observers of the  CFS process.

The reforms of CFS therefore brings a unique opportunity for civil socety organizations to participate in the shaping of Global Strategic Framework and ultimaltely national action plans. 

Ásia Pacific enjoys a crucial standing in global food production yet faced with grave present and future food security challenges. The continent hás the highest number (55% of global) of hungry and food insecure people despite producing the largest proportion of food products. Majority of these food insecure people hail from rural population that is the source of food production. 

The sheer paradox stems from misdirected policies and practices by many governments in the region. Agriculture, instead of being a source of food security and livelihoods,  is largely goverened by export oriented policies under national and international obligations. Women and men smallholders - despite in majority - are not the centre of focus. Neither have they any say in policymaking and implementation processes. Women despite 60-80 % contribution in food production are not even considered as economic contributor in many countries.

In this context the CSOs Parallel Consultation with the 30th FAO-Asia Pacific Regional Conference (September 27-October 1, 2010) in the Republic of Korea brings together regional stakeholders to develop strategy to participate in the the emerging global governance of food system for greater food and livelihood security.  

Objectives of the Session 
1. Levelled off understanding of issues of global and regional food governance
2. Orientation of the reformed CFS proceses
3. A Roadmap that defines regional priority agenda for CFS, participation processes, operational requirements, and indicative timelines

Program 
I.   Introduction 
Opening remarks about the session and introduce the main speakers  (10 mins) - AsiaDHRRA
II. Inputs 

1. Historical perspective and main features and current developments, challenges, and opportunities for CSO involvement in the CFS processes at global, regional, national levels (20 mins) - Ambassador Noel De Luna, Chairperson, CFS  
· Plenary Q & A on the understanding of CFS and its process. (10 mins)
2. Global Food Governance (CFS focus) and participation of civil society stakehollders from Asia Pacific. (15 mins)........ActionAid

· Discussion on global food governance, then focus on CFS – why is it important for CSOs to engage with CFS process. 

3. Issues and questions arising from the CFS reform process. Asian NGO Coalition (15 mins) - ANGOC 

4. Draft 1 of CSO Mechanism for CFS ....Presentation by Asian Farmers Association (15 mins) -  AFA 

Main features of Draft 1 and the forward process till the October CFS Forum

III. Moving Forward  and Synthesis (30 mins)  

- Brainstorming ideas to  develp strategy for October CFS Fórum 
- Consolidating Ásia Pacific strategy to engage with CFS process   or  a   

   Roadmap in next two years 

Closing Messages

Moderator: Marlene Ramirez, AsiaDHRRA   
Anchor CSOs: AsiaDHRRA,           

   ANGOC,  Action Aid
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