CSO Consultation in Conjunction with the 30th FAO-APRC

September 27-28, 2010

Gyeongju,  Republic of Korea

TRAVEL ADVISORY

WELCOME

The organizers welcome all participants to the CSO Parallel Consultation in conjunction with the 30th FAO-Asia Pacific Regional Conference to held in Gyeongju, Republic of Korea on September 27-October 1, 2010.  This CSO meeting is being co-organized by the regional CSO Ad Hoc Committee for APRC (AHC) and the Korean CSO Working Committee (KoCWC).  The AHC focal point is AsiaDHRRA and the KoCWC focal point is the National Agricultural Cooperatives Federation  (NACF) with funding support from  FAO .

The participants of the CSO Meeting consist mainly of representatives of farmers, fisherfolk, Indigenous Peoples, rural women, rural youth, cooperatives, NGOs and other civil society organizations, to discuss the priority issues that are affecting the food security of the region. 

This travel advisory gives you some important information for your trip.

ACCOMODATION  and  CSO MEETING  VENUE

All funded participants will be booked at 

The Geongju TEMF Hotel.

Tel :82-54-745-8100
Address : 150-2, Sinpyeong-dong, Gyeongju-si, Gyeongsangbukdo

Website: http://www.agoda.com/asia/south_korea/gyeongju/temf_hotel.html

Conference venue and accommodation is in the same hotel.  The 2-day CSO meeting (Sept 27-28) will be held at the second floor of the hotel.

Accommodation is western style room (bed room/twin) or Korean style room (3 people in a room).
   

Korean CSO participants shall make their own lodging arrangement.  

Self-funded participants will be booked at the same venue as requested.

AIRPORT TRANSFERS 

The nearest airport to Gyeongju, where CSO event will be held, is the Gimhae  International Airport. It will take around one and half hours from Gimhae airport to Gyeongju bus terminal. 

Transpo Gyeongju Bus Terminal to the TEMF Hotel

If you are lucky, you can catch the free hotel shuttle bus at the bus terminal when you arrive at Gyeongju bus terminal. The shuttle runs five times a day and it is available: 07:57, 10:48, 12:25, 14:22 and 16:42 at the bus terminal. 

If you arrive around this time, please show to people around you the magic card # 3 which says please let me show the way to the bus stop for the TEMF bus shuttle in Korean.
If it is not available, please take the taxi and show to the taxi driver the magic card # 2 which say please take me to the TEMF hotel in Korean. The taxi fare will be around KRW 13,000.
For those arriving at Incheon International Airport, please take the bus from Incheon airport to Gyeongju. It will take around five and half hours. Please find the attached bus schedule and fare. Magic card # 1 will bring you to the bus stop for Gyeongju. Please show it to a person who looks kind enough to help you.

Two way bus rides (from Incheon to Gyeongju / Gimhae airport to Gyeongju bus terminal  ) and connecting taxi rides will be reimbursed. Please ask for receipts.  All other local transportation cost shall be borne by the participants.

MEALS

Daily buffet breakfast will be provided for the  participants. Breakfast will be available from 6:00-8:00 from  Sept. 27th – 29th  and it will be provided at the buffet restaurant located at the lobby level.

Snacks & Lunch will be served on Sept 27-28  as part of the conference program for all the registered and confirmed CSO delegates. 

Welcome dinner on Sept 27 will be hosted by our local co-organizers. Dinner allowance will be given for Sept 28 & 29.

At the lobby floor, a Korean restaurant and a cafe are available from breakfast to dinner. In the cafe you can expect Korean-American style menu. At the basement level, there is a convenience store. Outside the hotel, there are many Korean restaurants  available but they will have hard time  serving you in English or other Asian-Pacific languages. Close to the TEMF hotel, within 5~10 minutes walk, there is Hilton hotel. You can expect better meals but it will be very expensive. 

You can drink tap water in your room and you can get hot drinking water on third and fifth floor near elevators.

Food upon arrival & departures will be for shouldered by the participants.

FIELD TRIP

A field trip is arranged by the FAO APRC local host for the APRC participants. It will be a trip to the rural area to visit Korean farms and Extension Centers. The trip will be available to a limited number of CSO participants and are welcomed  on a first book first serve basis. Make sure you if you want to join this trip to make reservation thru the Korean hosts asap. More detailed information will be provided as soon as KoCWC gets it from the APRC host .

REIMBURSEMENTS

Confirmed funded participants will be reimbursed of the following:

· economy round trip international ticket, taxes & visa fee
local transportation (2 way bus rides from Incheon to Gyeongju) or (Gimhae airport 
· Gyeongju bus terminal ) and connecting taxi rides

Please prepare the following: 

· a copy of the air ticket

· original purchase receipt from the travel agency/airline ticketing office, and 

· boarding passes
· bus tickets

Without the original receipt, boarding pass, bus tickets  reimbursements cannot be made.  

You will be advised on how to proceed with your reimbursements upon check-in or registration by the Secretariat Staff.   Please look for Ms. Lorna M. David of AsiaDHRRA for reimbursements. She will be assisted by KoCWC secretariat.

PROGRAM

The CSO Meeting will officially start from morning of Sept 27 and will end on Sept 28.  

Day 1 -  Sept 26 – Arrivals of  Participants

Day 2 -  Sept 27-  Opening/CSO Conference Day 1

Day 3 -  Sept 28-  CSO Conference Day 2 / Closing 

Day 4 – Sept 29 – Field Trip (Optional) / Departures

In case you arrive early and/or depart late, please let us know and suitable arrangements (with necessary information) will be made with the hotel.  Please refer to invitation notice until what date your hotel will be covered by the organizers.

SOM/HLM Observer

For those confirmed observers to the HLM, the  APRC venue will be at  the Hyundai hotel. Make sure you are invited and the ID card is issued correctly for you. This matter is still being discussed by the AHC, FAO, and the APRC host.

For the transportation between Hyundai and TEMF hotel, taxi is the best option. It is less than 10 minutes ride and costs less than KRW 5,000. When you want to take taxi, ask hotel doorman or use the magic card # 4 which says please take me to the Hyundai hotel in Korean. 

Country Information

1/Currency:  Korean won  

The exchange rate with the dollar is around KRW 1,150 a dollar. 

You can change your USD or Euro (or other currencies acceptable) when you arrive at the International Airport.  

In Korea, foreign currencies are not acceptable in general, even dollars. You are requested to pay bus and taxi fare in Korean Won. Please keep in mind that you have to exchange Korean Won at least the one way fares from the airport to the TEMF hotel. 

If you want to enjoy refreshment during your trip from airport to hotel, KRW 10,000, around U$ 10, is enough to buy drinks and some snacks. The foreign exchange is available at the airport and in the hotel, too.

3/ International calls from Korea : Please dial 00 + country code + city code + phone number.

International call is not recommended because it is very expensive. Unless it is  an emergency, please do not dial international numbers in your room.

4/ Internet: 

Only limited rooms are available for the internet access.  Wireless is available at the meeting place, the second floor of the hotel. Also the lobby level, there are three computers hooked to the web open to hotel guests. Korean hosts also will provide two or three internet access at the temp biz-center at the 2nd floor. At the bizcenter, printer is also available on Monday and Tuesday. The biz-center will open Sunday afternoon and from 1 hour before to 1 hour after the meeting.

5/ Weather: . 

Fall in Korea usually starts from Sept, however the weather is still a bit hot for fall now. It is still hot during the daytime, a bit chilly in the morning and night. Fall has just come, but people still wear half-sleeves. It will be definitely cooler when we have the conference, but woolens seem to be too early at the end of September in Korea. Please prepare long-sleeve shirts and a jacket.  

The temperature is about 25 -28 degrees Celsius, and  it's going to get cooler.

Please do revert back in case further clarifications are required.

The organizers are looking forward to meet you in Korea.

For any clarification and information regarding the Conference, including logistical arrangements, please contact the following

CONTACT INFORMATION:

AsiaDHRRA 









Rm. 201,  59 C. Salvador Street, Loyola Heights

1108, Quezon  City, Philippines

Tel (632) 436-4706; 

Fax (632)426-6739

Email – asiadhrra@asiadhrra.org
www. asiadhrra.org

AsiaDHRRA Secretariat Staff

Lorna M. David  (mobile#  +63918-9238698 )

Ma. Elena Rebagay (mobile#  +63920-9102446)

NACF

Gwangseog Hong

75, 1-Ka, Chungjeong-ro, Jung-ku, Seoul,100-707, Korea

Tel : +82-2-2080-6120 Fax : +82-2-2080-6130

E-mail : nacfico@nonghyup.com

nacfhong@hotmail.com

Pearl Kim (pearlkim@nonghyup.com)

75, 1-Ka, Chungjeong-ro, Jung-ku, Seoul,100-707, Korea

Tel : +82-2-2080-6120 Fax : +82-2-2080-6130

E-mail : nacfico@nonghyup.com
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